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1.0  |  Overview

The AA Visiting School Jeddah taps and 
enters into the heart of  one of  the most ex-
clusive and sheltered countries in the world: 
Makkah, Saudi Arabia. The overall ambition 
of  the visiting school is to compile a body 
of  research about the city that lies beyond 
the holy mosque. We venture on a mission 
to record and represent both the visible and 
invisible landscapes of  the city, to explore 
the everyday life of  the inhabitants and the 
pilgrims, then speculate and imagine the fu-
ture of  the city, and to contemplate on what 
the future of  this city holds. 

We seek to witness Mecca as explorers and 
dig deep into collecting and finding research 
and information. Over the course of  the 
years, researchers will continually feed their 
research and findings into the VS Archive 
Library, which will be used as a resource 
for future research and eventually feed to a 
publication of  findings from the conserva-
tive holy city. 

Lectures and round tables discussions with 
leading figures from local authorities, archi-
tects, planners and designers will also be 
held as part of  the visiting school’s overall 
agenda of  discussing and raising the ques-
tion of  the future of  Mecca.
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1.1  |  The Architectural Association

The Architectural Association (AA) is the 
UK’s oldest and only remaining private 
school of  architecture. We have grown 
up alongside – and to a very great degree 
helped shape – modern architectural edu-
cation and the profession in the UK and 
beyond. 

The AA is made up of  countless parts. At 
it’s core is a worldwide association of  mem-
bers, an unrivalled public programme – of  
lectures, exhibitions, publications and other 
special events – and a global approach to 
teaching comprising a foundation year, un-
dergraduate and graduate schools and more 
than 50 Visiting Schools worldwide.

Operated as a charity, the AA invests all its 
income into its programmes and student 
making it the first architecture school of  
its kind. The AA is a famously independ-
ent architectural school. Self-governed, 
self-motivated and self-funded, it has a 
broad commitment to bringing issues of  
contemporary architecture, cities and the 
environment to a large public audience, and 
we remain focused on the highest standards 
possible for the education of  young archi-
tects. As a school it’s famous not only for 
it’s students, teachers and graduates – the 
essential part of  it’s legacy – but also for the 
many ways our courses and activities have 
contributed to improving the conditions of  
modern architectural learning, practice and 
knowledge.



1.2  |  AAVS  A Global Network

Launched in Dubai in early 2008, the AA 
Visiting School (AAVS) has developed into 
a worldwide architecture network that in 
2015/16 includes over 60 shorts courses on 
five continents.

The diverse courses that make up the AAVS 
proggramme provide teaching and learning 
opportunities for students, professionals 
and other international participants to ena-
gage with- up close, and led by AA tutors 
and other experts - many of  the world’s 
most pressing architectural, technological, 
culutural, urban and social issues.

The short course offerings in the Visit-
ing School are open to visiting students 
enrolled at schools throughout the world, 
currently enrolled AA students, recent 
graduates, architects and other creative indi-
viduals and professionals who wish to fur-
ther their knowledge, practive and skills in 
architecture.

 Madagascar

Las Pozas, Mexico



2.0  |  Agenda 

AA Jeddah / February 2015 - 

The first and inaugural workshop  held at 
Effat University entailed an in depth fo-
cus on field research, by spending time in 
Makkah, studying the city participating in 
local rituals and engaging with local resi-
dents, artisans, tradesmen and pilgrims and 
documenting findings via drawings, pho-
tography, film and collecting artifacts and 
compiling a unit wide journal of  writing 
reflections and findings.

Simultaneously students worked on repro-
ducing plans of  the sacred city, and based 
on the field research and engaging with the 
locals, section lines were cast at the most 
interesting points and moments in Makkah. 

The first visiting school saw an overwhlem-
ing partcipation of  36 students from Egypt, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Kuwait, the UAE, Paki-
stan, Canada, London and Saudi Arabia. 
Particapants ranging in age and profession 
contributed to the success of  the first vis-
iting school, which drew regional acclaim 
during a publicly held symposium at 21,39 
in partnership with Athr Gallery. 

Following the February workshop the visit-
ing school directors were invited to attend 
the Saudi Design Week conference in Ri-
yadh as well as present the unique fininds 
of  AA Jeddah at the Qatar Foundation, 
during the ‘Learning from Education City’ 
summit in Doha.



Clock Tower Makkah

Al Ma’ala, Madeenah Walk Makkah Aerial From Clock Tower, February 2015



2.1  |  Agenda 

AA Jeddah / May 2016 - 

Following the success of  AA Jeddah 2015, 
the second iteration of  the visiting school 
saw an overwhelming participation of  ap-
plicants from the Gulf  and the Middle East. 
Building on the knowledge gathered during 
our first year, the second workshop utilized 
the wealth of  information gathered to build 
on our growing archive of  Makkah, while 
continuing to feed into it with an updated 
and richer agenda. 

During the course of  our May 2016 work-
shop, AA Jeddah enjoyed un restricted 
access to document, record and analyse 
closed of  historic sites within the holy city. 
Sites included Qasr Al Saqqaf, Qasr Al Su-
laiman, Qasr Kuwair, and the King Saud 
Palace. This offered a rare insight into a side 
of  Makkah that is never seen. Participants 
were challenged to supplement the archive 
by modelling the spaces digitally and ulti-
mately physically in 3D. 

The research conducted in our second year 
supplemented the regions explored in our 
first year, and enhanced it further by explor-
ing alternative scales and dimensions feed-
ing into our growing archive. 

During our May 2016 workshop we also en-
joyed working with local artists and artisans 
from Saudi such as Ahmed Angawi, and 
continuing to work Ahmed Mater, along 
with visiting tutors and academics from the 
AA in London and universities within the 
region.  

Following our research successes, AA Jed-
dah was invited to present at the Harvard 
Graduate School of  Design as featured 
speakers in the After Dark Conference, 
hosted by the Agha Khan Institute for Is-
lamic Studies. 

Qasr Al Saqqaf, May 2016



Qasr KuwairModel Casting, 3D Archive

Qasr Al Saqqaf Auditorium



2.2  |  Agenda

AA Jeddah / December 2017 - 

In its third year, AA Jeddah continued its 
research by shifting focus to the invisible 
landscapes of  the city, charting an unprec-
edented trajectory of  research on Makkah. 
Researchers and participants were chal-
lenged to collect and record the sensory 
realms of  the city, utilizing traditional tech-
niques as well as devising new approaches 
to record light and sound conditions within 
the city. Such studies offered an alternative 
dimension of  understanding, supplement-
ing our archive of  the holy city.

Critically to the work produced during our 
third year of  research, we explored the 
theme of  City as Mosque, where during 
AA Jeddah and in a continued collaboration 
with Um Al Qura University in Makkah, 
AA Jeddah has documented in 2D and 3D 
over 300 mosques across the city.

During our third year AA Jeddah success-
fully launched its public programme host-
ing a series of  key talks open to the gen-
eral public with esteemed panellists such 
as Todd Reisz (Yale, Harvard), Jawaher Al 
Sudairy (Harvard Kennedy School), Ab-
dulatif  Al Mishari (Harvard), artist Ahmed 
Angawi, and Faisal Ayyaf  (UC Berkley). 
AA Jeddah also invited artist Ahmed Mater 
(Misk Director) to curate a nighttime walk 
for its participants. 

Themes explored during our third year have 
contributed to the publication of  the inau-
gural Saudi Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, 
and has since been presented at LSE, the 
AA and the Protecting the Past Conference 
in Sharjah.

Jabal Omar Visit, December 2017



Ahmed Mater Walk

Al Ma’ala CemetryMakkah at Night, December 2017



2.3  |  Agenda

AA Jeddah / March 2019 - 

AAVS Jeddah will challenge the notion 
of  what constitutes a sacred boundary, by 
trekking into the unknown and explor-
ing a unique urban series of  contrasts and 
contradictions, which will prompt debate 
on the classification of  space: for exam-
ple, public versus private, and holy versus 
unholy. The aim is to create an alternative 
reading of  the city, by casting a critical eye 
on its present, acknowledging its past and 
imagining its future.

We look to challenge our understanding of  
the boundary, by addressing the territorial 
boundary, civic and urban boundaries as 
well as boundaries encountered from per-
sonal experience. A study into the more 
nuanced sphere of  spiritual boundaries will 
also help steer debate and conversation, 
into how they shape the development of  
the city’s buildings and spaces.

As Makkah undergoes its most dramatic pe-
riod of  transformation, fuelled by increased 
popularity, students will work to capture its 
narrative as mosque, city and symbol. They 
will dissect the complexities of  the city and 
present their findings in an archival book 
and vignettes, as part of  the on-going work 
of  the AAVS Jeddah. Through the con-
struction and deconstruction of  the city, 
the students will decipher the blueprints of  
Makkah and work to present an experience 
bridging the visible and invisible landscapes 
of  the city.



2.3.1  |  Agenda

A Real Estate Perspective / March 2019 - 

In March 2019, AA Jeddah will invite real 
estate students and professionals to join its 
workshop, for a unique opportunity to col-
laborate with architects, designers, and oth-
er professionals in exploring case studies on 
the subject of  the boundary. An exercise to 
bridge both disciplines of  design and real 
estate development, to curate well-rounded 
proposals that are sensitive to context in 
design, approach and scale, as well as being 
financially viable. 

The subject of  boundary is critical to any 
development project as it deals with the in-
terface of  building to its context. We will 
address this notion quite extensively and 
look to challenge how we can come to de-
fine it, express it and develop it. 
AA Jeddah is teaming up with a devel-
oper, to present a site that will be tackled 
and studied from multiple points of  view. 
We will bring to the table a discussion, and 
construct lively debates on differing points 
of  view to developing a site in the city of  
Makkah, and come to appreciate the art of  
deal making, as both designers and develop-
ers come to understand each other’s points 
of  views. 

The outcome will be a multi-disciplinary ex-
ploration of  alternative approaches to tack-
ling new case studies that may be presented 
to the developers; a valuable document and 
resource asserting the very premise how de-
sign and development and cross-discipline 
research could lend themselves to be in-

structive and mutually reinforcing tools for 
these disciplines. 
Through the course of  collaboration, we 
will engage in a series of  lectures, debates, 
workshops and round table discussions with 
different professionals from both design 
and real estate development backgrounds. 

Potential Lectures/Panels/Thematic Dis-
cussion Topics to Explore the Real Estate 
Perspective:

1. Discussion on the history and historical 
evolution of  Makkah

2. Urban planning patterns and Infrastruc-
ture of  Makkah

3. Exploration of  Major Development Pro-
jects in Makkah
4. The Real Estate Market Outlook for 
Makkah

5. Financing Development Projects – the 
Islamic Finance Perspective

6. Reinterpreting the Boundary - Manifest-
ing the Sacred in the Material through Ex-
ploring Alternative Development Proposals



The AA Jeddah Visiting School is man-
aged and operated by Studio Bound. Studio 
Bound is a design and research studio based 
between London, Jeddah and Kuwait. 
Launched in 2015, it is run by Hessa Al 
Bader, Hussam Dakkak and Basmah Kaki 
who are also the managing directors of  the 
AA Visiting School Jeddah. 

The partners collectively bring a wealth of  
experience having all graduated from the 
AA, and having worked with world class 
practices such as Rogers Stirk Harbour, 
BDP, Squire and Partners and Wafra Real 
Estate. 

Studio Bound’s portfolio of  work includes 
clients such as the Sharjah Art Foundation, 
Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, The Venice Bien-
nale, the Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural 
Authority, Art Jameel, as well as private cli-
ents.

4.0  |  Studio Bound
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